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SENATOR WITHEN: Ye s, Nr. President and members of the body, I
am supportive of Senator Barrett's amendment. As a matter of
fact, I wouldn't object if you did vote for this just as a favor
to the Speaker. I think that would be. . .any r eason f or vot ing
for this, I think, would be an a cceptable re a s o n. I think it is
a good valid thing to do when we' re si t t i n g he r e w i t h j u st a
very, very few days left, three days after today. Taxpayers of
our state send us down here to attempt to resolve some problems.
What we have now on Final Reading are, in a number of cases, the
legislators' best attempts at providing solutions to a number of
problems that they see in the state. We are, more so than I
have ever s een s i n c e I ' v e b een down here , v ery much i n d a nger o f
not getting a final consideration by the Legislature of a lot of
hard work put into by a lot of senators on a lot of different
proposals. It ' s not unusual for us to r each a g r i d l o c k . I t ' s
happened any number of times since I' ve been here; LB 775, t h e
Christian school bill, any number of other issues. . . the home
school bill, excuse me, not the Christian school bill, the
budget one year. Th e difference between this session and any
other is always at other times there has been kind of a sort of
coming together of the body where we may continue to differ on
specific proposals but we de c i d e , as a g r oup , that it is
important for the legislative process to continue onward. It
doesn't seem to be happening this year. Unfor tunately, the
pro- l i f e , p r o- c ho i c e controversy has come to dominate almost
every other phase of our consideration. And even bills totally
unrelated to that issue find themselves being filibustered in an
attempt not to get to the pro-life, pro-choice issue that is
following and that's really unfortunate, I t h i n k . I t ' s
u nfor t u n a t e bec a u s e w e , as a body, really, the thing that keeps
us together is a precious sort of respect for each others' views
and a willingness to fight as hard as we can for our i ndi v i d u a l
position but at a given time in our process to come together and
allow the majority viewpoint to be expressed. I think that the
motion that Senator Barrett is offering will allow us to do
that. Obviously, I'm speaking because LB 1059 is one of those
b i l l s t h at i s on t h i s l i st . Obviously, I care a great deal
about that b ill. But you should not vote for this or against
this merely based on your views on 1059. There ar e a l o t of
o ther go o d p i e ce s of legislation here that do deserve to be
considered . I f you d on ' t l i k e a g i ve n bi l l , i n cl ud i n g 10 5 9, y o u
have one very real option and that is the red button. Vote no
on a p r opo s i t i on i f you do n ' t l i ke i t . But I think we' re at a
point where extraordinary measures are needed to a ssure t h a t we
do, in fact, give final consideration to all of these proposals

12687


